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SECTION 1. Employment
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FIGURE 1. Employment declined steeply, followed 
by substantial growth
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FIGURE 2. Women-dominated sectors were hit 
hard by the pandemic
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FIGURE 3. Women with the lowest earnings were 
most likely to be laid off
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FIGURE 4. Women remain underrepresented in 
the labor market
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FIGURE 5. Women remain underrepresented in 
the labor market



FIGURE 6. Racial disparities in women’s 
employment persist
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FIGURE 7. Educational disparities in women’s 
employment persist
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FIGURE 8. Childcare remains a barrier to women 
entering the workforce
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FIGURE 9. Childcare remains a barrier to women 
entering the workforce
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SECTION 2. Earnings
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FIGURE 10. Robust earnings gains among women 
that stayed employed
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FIGURE 11. The gender gap in earnings persists
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FIGURE 12. Men received more unemployment 
payouts than women

15



SECTION 3. Consumer Finance
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FIGURE 13. Creditworthiness improved during 
pandemic, followed by partial deterioration
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FIGURE 14. Credit scores rose most among women 
with the lowest credit limits (often low-income)
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FIGURE 15. Credit-card spending declined during 
pandemic, followed by a partial rebound
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FIGURE 16. Women owe more student debt than 
men, and benefit more from the payment pause
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FIGURE 17. Women are more likely than men to 
struggle to repay their student loans
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SECTION 4. The Social Safety Net
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FIGURE 18. Historic numbers of women claimed 
unemployment benefits
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FIGURE 19. The share of unemployed women 
identifying as Asian-American surged
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FIGURE 20. Women in aggregate received 10x of 
normal unemployment benefits in 2020
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FIGURE 21. Over 180,000 additional women 
relied on food assistance in the early pandemic
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FIGURE 22. Women’s enrollment in food aid during 
the pandemic persisted longer than men’s
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FIGURE 23. Hispanic and Asian-American women 
saw large jumps in food-aid receipt
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FIGURE 24. Paid family leave claims rose as COVID 
administrative leave expired 
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